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An EDGE® Welcome 

By Ron Wood, EDGE® Enterprise Manager  

This column is full of introductions—welcoming you to the new 
electronic newsletter format and formally introducing myself as 
the new EDGE Enterprise Manager. I have assumed responsibility 
for the oversight of all EDGE operations, including the member 
relations duties previously performed by Rob Granau.  

Rob worked tirelessly to establish and nurture collaboration within the network 
and his efforts were instrumental in the success of the EDGE to date. Rob has 
moved on to a leadership role in the General Dynamics engineering 
organization. We thank him for his contributions. I hope to provide continuity 
and expansion of the many relationships Rob established during his tenure.  

I look forward to working with you. 

Ron 
____________ 

Ron can be contacted at 480.441.0271 or Ron.Wood@gdc4s.com 

 

EDGE Update  

The EDGE Innovation Network recently completed a busy summer that saw 
ITSmembership expand to over 140 members, including two new Executive 
members—L-3 Communications and IBM. Additionally, a new EDGE Innovation 
Center (EIC) was opened in Ottawa, Canada in September to support Canadian 
warfighters, customers and opportunities. Another EIC is under construction in 
Orlando, Fla to support the simulation and training community. 
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And speaking of Innovation Centers, a key desire going forward is to expand the 
awareness and use of the Leavenworth EIC by EDGE members. Sitting just 
outside the front gate of Ft. Leavenworth in Kansas, this facility is largely 
focused on access to the end user community. This is a great resource for EDGE 
members to draw upon in order to obtain direct user input and feedback on 
current gaps and needs as well as member products and technologies. To learn 
more information about the EIC or to arrange events there, contact center 
coordinator Sheila Leone at 913-651-2026 or Sheila.Leone@gdc4s.com. 

Member participation and collaboration continues to be the foundation of the 
EDGE. Calls For Innovation (CFIs) are distributed regularly and identify many 
opportunities for potential EDGE projects. Additionally, one of our most popular 
new events is the EDGE Collaborative Series, a unique opportunity to 
collaborate between EDGE members to identify gaps and needs presented at 
some of the industry’s largest tradeshows and conferences. Look for a schedule 
of planned 2011 Collaborative Series events in a formal announcement this 
winter.  

Another key opportunity for collaboration is the annual Members Conference. 
On August 31, the 2010 Members Conference was held at the Vehicle C4ISR EIC 
in Taunton, Mass. Over 100 member representatives were in attendance. 
Representatives from customer communities spoke to members, a tour of the 
Vehicle EIC facility and capabilities was given, and members took the 
opportunity to get to know one another better. 

Lastly, thank you for participating in the first EDGE member survey. The results 
will be published in November. You have made your voice heard, and you can 
anticipate future communication on how the EDGE plans to respond to your 
ideas and feedback. 

Back to top 

 

Newest EDGE Innovation Center Opens in Canada  

Organized to Pull Together Disparate Technologies and Systems, the 
General Dynamics Canada EDGE Aims to Improve Interoperability Among 
Communication and Information Systems Used by Military and First 
Responders 

General Dynamics Canada celebrated the official opening of the latest 
innovation center to join the General Dynamics C4 Systems-sponsored EDGE® 
Innovation Network. Special guest LGen Andrew Leslie, chief of Transformation 
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for the Canadian Forces, joined Chris Marzilli, president of General Dynamics C4 
Systems, and Dave Ibbetson, vice president and general manager General 
Dynamics Canada, for the ceremonial ribbon-cutting on Sept. 22 at the new 
C4ISR EDGE Innovation Center (EIC) located in GD Canada’s Bells Corners facility 
in Ottawa.  

“It’s not the facility, but what the facility represents that is so pioneering,” said 
Ibbetson. “It represents the intent to collaborate. The EDGE provides a setting 
for partnerships and innovation that independently we could not accomplish.” 

LGen Leslie echoed the remark as he recounted some critical lessons about 
partnerships he learned in his early days in the forces. “You need to figure out 
what you are good at and trust your partners for the other stuff. Something 
that we (Department of National Defence) are not good at is integrating 
complicated technologies or forming teams to support us in those efforts,” said 
LGen Leslie. “Thank you for setting up this facility where people can get 
together and figure out solutions before we face the angst of needing to put 
those solutions into the hands of soldiers.” 

Chris urged the Canadian customers to “set your expectations high, bring us 
your ideas from the field sooner and we can adapt them and get them into the 
fight faster.” 

New EIC to Focus on Joint and Coalition C4ISR Interoperability in Military 
and Public Safety Domains 

With the ribbon cut, a number of key customers from both the Department of 
National Defence (DND) and the Communications Security Establishment 
Canada joined technical staff from General Dynamics Canada for a 
demonstration of Joint C4ISR interoperability in the facility’s adjoining lab.  

The C4ISR EDGE vision is to be the Canadian center of excellence for developing 
solutions from strategic core to tactical edge joint and coalition interoperability.  

As General Dynamics Canada is the incumbent provider of long-term support 
services to the Canadian Land Command Support System and Cyclone 
Helicopter mission systems, the General Dynamics Canada EDGE will provide a 
unique facility for partners to evaluate and introduce new capabilities into the 
DND that may not otherwise be available. This open and innovative approach 
embraces collaboration to ensure the Canadian customer has knowledge of, 
and access to, the best technology available in continually reduced cycle times. 



 
 

Dave Ibbetson (left), LGen Leslie and Chris Marzilli  
open the new EDGE C4ISR Innovation Center  

in General Dynamics Canada's Bells Corners facility in Ottawa. 

 

Customers, industry partners and General Dynamics  
staff celebrate the grand opening. 
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Why L-3 Communications Joined the EDGE… 
 

 

By James Diefenderfer 
Director, Strategic New Business. L-3 Communications 

L-3 Communication Systems-West is a founding member of the EDGE 
Innovation Network. We became a member from the beginning, because we 
believe in the concept of “taking care of the warfighter” regardless of company 
names or prior business relationships. In the beginning this only involved Land 
Warrior soldiers, and while this may still be the main focus of the Warrior 
Technologies EIC in Scottsdale, the EDGE Network has become much more.  

L-3 is very proud to be part of one of the biggest EDGE success stories in 2009-
10. The development and deployment of the L-3 Soldier ISR Receiver (SIR) is a 



result of our membership and being able to collaborate with EDGE member 
General Dynamics C4 Systems and the Land Warrior community. The SIR project 
is an excellent example of how the EDGE process should work. User need – 
EDGE Collaboration – EDGE Member Commitment – User Interaction – 
Prototype – EDGE Collaboration – User Interaction – Solution Deployment. 

The EDGE Network may have been started by General Dynamics but now with 
over 140 members it needs to be led by member-to-member interaction. I 
encourage all members to start interacting and collaborating among each other 
and the EDGE user communities. We have the answers to the warfighters 
problems so let’s go solve them now! 

_______ 
 
James can be contacted at james.m.diefenderfer@L-3com.com or (801) 594-
7358  
Back to top 

 

Did you know… 

EDGE membership began in 2006 with 15 small technology companies and 
quickly grew to include renowned academic institutions and dozens of domestic 
and international businesses, including Cisco Systems, Ericsson Federal, 
Microsoft Federal and Motorola Federal Government Markets Division.  

Today there are more than 140 EDGE members worldwide and EICs are 
operating in the following locations: 

 EDGE Leavenworth Innovation Center (Leavenworth, Kansas)  
 EDGE Federal-Civil Technologies Innovation Center (Scottsdale, Arizona) 
 EDGE Warrior Technologies Innovation Center (Scottsdale, Arizona)  
 EDGE United Kingdom (Newbridge, South Wales) 
 EDGE Vehicle C4ISR Innovation (Taunton, Massachusetts) 
 EDGE C4ISR Innovation Center (Ottawa, Canada) 

Learn more about the EDGE Innovation Network. 

Back to top 

 

EDGE Member Conference Summary 

mailto:james.m.diefenderfer@L-3com.com
http://www.edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=fedciv
http://www.edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_home
http://www.the-edge-uk.co.uk/EDGEUK.asp
http://www.edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=c4isr
http://edge-innovation.com/


This year's Member Conference was held in Taunton, Mass. on August 31, 
2010 
A networking event was held the night before giving EDGE members an 
opportunity to socialize their company’s and capabilities. It was well-received 
by members, staff and visitors. 

The conference included a comprehensive tour of the Taunton C4ISR Vehicle 
EDGE, and a dynamic lineup of speakers including: COL Craig Effinger, Chief S&T 
Division, Accelerated and Capabilities Division, Directorate, ARCIC TRADOC, U.S. 
Army; Dr. Paul Muessig, U.S. Marine Corps Warfighting Labs, Science and 
Technology Efforts; James W. Grove, Jr, director, Mid-Atlantic & Great Lakes 
Regions Interagency and First Responder Programs Division Science & 
Technology Directorate Department of Homeland Security; and Mr. Mark 
Mayberry, from MITRE, representing the Office of the Secretary of Defense for 
Acquisition Technology and Logistics, Human Dimension Opportunities. 

The EDGE provided a demonstration and hosted one-on-one sessions with 
members to facilitate rolling out the Knowledge Management System (KMS). 
The KMS is in its final stages of development.  

The EDGE also announced recent personnel changes. Mr. Ron Wood succeeded 
Mr. Rob Granau as the EDGE Enterprise Manager. Ron will handle the day to 
day operations of the EDGE Innovation Centers as well as member interface 
with the 140+ membership.  

An after action review was held the morning after the conference to collect the 
lessons learned from the event. 

 
 

EDGE members were provided an opportunity 
to gain additional industry insight at the  

August 31 Members Conference 
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Primordial Wins Defense News Award 

EDGE Technology member Primordial was recently recognized as an industry-
wide technology and innovation leader by “Defense News” with an award for 
best new component of 2010. The awards recognize recent advances in defense 
technologies by U.S. companies and defense agencies.  

Primordial was selected for its Ground Guidance system, which processes GPS 
satellite signals, crunches data extracted from maps, charts and other 
geospatioal information. Ground Guidance can also plot an overland course 
based on speed, concealment or other immediate situational elements and 
variables. 

Located in Minnesota, Primordial is a leader in off-road navigation software. 
They have successfully executed several contracts with the U.S. Army and the 
U.S. Marine Corps program.  

For more information about Primordial, visit  

www.primordial.com. 
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The View from the EDGE: Next Issue 

 Results from the EDGE Advisory Board Meeting 
 Learn more about new Executive Member Motorola 
 Get a recap of the Maneuver Center of Excellence 
 Defense Industry Day  

www.edge-innovation.com | Vol. 10, April 2010  

Executive Sponsor: 

 

Executive Members: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.primordial.com/
http://www.edge-innovation.com/
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#e
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#e
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#e
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#gdit
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#gdit
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#gdit


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

  

  

 

http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#i
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#i
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#i
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#i
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#i
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#L3
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#L3
http://edge-innovation.com/index.cfm?acronym=ei_memberinfo&page=5#L3

